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With Research Park, IIT-B to come closer to Industry & 

society 

"The new facility will enable IIT-B to become the nucleus of entrepreneurship, similar to the role played by Stanford 
University in the Silicon Valley," said a professor.  

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-with-research-park-iit-b-to-come-closer-to-industry-society-2137166 

It's possibly the most awaited change at the Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay (IIT-B). The premier 

institute has announced the launch of its ambitious Research Park project. 

The Rs 400-crore Research Park is expected to give a fillip to innovation and research in the country. The park 

aims to emerge as the country's hotspot for development of new technologies, companies and a fresh breed of 

business leaders from IIT and even outside. 

"The research park will provide space, prototyping facilities and concept testing to convert the ideas of 

innovators into tangible products and services. Lab facilities will nurture the start-ups and help to test and 

validate their concepts," said Abhay Karandikar, professor-in-charge of Research Park. 

For the first time, IIT-B will throw open its programme to outsiders as well. "The idea is to develop the next 

generation of business leaders. Many innovators and Indian companies are working to address the need of our 

society, despite technological constraints. With our accelerator program, we can now offer them lab facilities 

and intellectual capital," said Prof Karandikar. 

Over 30 Indian and multi-national corporations have agreed to pitch in for the first phase of this inclusive 

incubator. "Applied Materials, with whom we have a collaboration for the last 10 years, will be the first anchor 

client of the Research Park. After completion of the first phase, another set of 50 industries is likely to come in 

the second phase," he added. 

Four major sectors – IT and telecom, Energy, chemical and ,semiconductor and heavy engineering – have been 

identified for the first phase of the programme, for which the Ministry of Human Resources and Development 

has committed to give Rs100 crore. The rest will be arranged from the industries and alumni. Several 

companies have agreed to give high-tech equipment, either for free or on a concessional rate. 

The ministry has been emphasising that IITs carry a huge responsibility of facilitating the 'Make in India' 

campaign, by participating in research and innovating processes to improve the competitive edge of Indian 

manufacturing on global stage. 

"The new facility will enable IIT-B to become the nucleus of entrepreneurship, similar to the role played by 

Stanford University in the Silicon Valley," said a professor. 

The Park will operate from the existing academic buildings till its sprawling 7-acre campus with 2.5 lakh square 

feet structure gets ready in the next two years. It will house 200 research and development units of private 

companies and corporates. 

From Google to Apple, several start-ups were created in Silicon Valley, which is a unique amalgam of 

academia, entrepreneurs, industries and the US government. The Stanford University plays the role of the 

incubator of technology. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-with-research-park-iit-b-to-come-closer-to-industry-society-2137166
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/chemical
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/stanford-university
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/google
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A professor said, "In the last 50 years, the Stanford University faculty and students have launched more than 

1,200 ventures. Today, over 50 per cent of Silicon Valley's products come from companies of Stanford alumni." 

The IITB is also known for giving birth to hundreds of young entrepreneurs, including owners of Housing.com 

and Ola Cabs, though most of them were incubated outside the campus. A few tech-based start-ups, such as 

Nanosniff Technologies (nanotechnology-based explosive detector), Wegilant Net Solutions (security 

software), Sensibol Audio Technologies (audio signal processing technology), quick heart defect detection 

device and Covacsis Technologies (Plant analytics) also make the campus proud. 

 



Page 5 of 8 

 

 



Page 6 of 8 

 

 



Page 7 of 8 

 

IISc researcher responds to government criticism of his report 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/iisc-researcher-responds-to-government-criticism-of-his-

report/article7792738.ece 

Upset with the “offensive propaganda” by the State government over his report on the controversial Yettinahole 

diversion project, T.V. Ramachandra, Professor at the Indian Institute of Science has written to the Chief 

Minister asking him to ensure a proper scientific dialogue before undertaking an “environmentally-disastrous” 

project.  

Contrary to the government’s claim that 24 TMC (thousand million cubic feet of water) can be diverted from 

the tributaries of Netravati at Western Ghats towards parched districts of Kolar and Chikkaballapur, Mr. 

Ramachandra’s analysis had shown that barely 1 TMC can be diverted from the stream through the nearly Rs. 

13,000-crore project.  

The hydrological calculations showed that just 9.55 TMC was water flowed in the streams, of which 5.8 TMC 

was needed as local demand in Dakshina Kannada district.  

However, the report had come under criticism, with the Karnataka Neeravari Nigam Limited (KNNL) saying 

Mr. Ramachandra was not an expert on hydrology and the report published was not authentic.  

“KNNL bureaucracy should refrain from casting aspersions on any research team. We have worked consistently 

and strived for the welfare of the country and State. If KNNL is really interested in the welfare of the state, we 

invite them for open scientific dialogue in the presence of all stakeholders,” says Mr. Ramachandra’s letter, 

which adds that he has authored more than 500 publications.  

With allegations that the report had ulterior motives as it was “not authorised by IISc”, the scientists responds: 

“Academicians enjoy academic freedom which empowers them to undertake research of their choice and 

relevance to the society. The report is prepared by our group in response to the request from local people…(this 

is a) part of scientist’s social responsibility,” he says.  
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IIT-M Magazine Censors 'Campus Depression', Puts Out 

Toned Down Version  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/IIT-M-Magazine-Censors-Campus-Depression-Puts-Out-

Toned-Down-Version/2015/10/23/article3092726.ece 

CHENNAI: ‘It is always darkest before dawn’ was published anonymously on The Fifth Estate (t5e), IIT-

Madras’ official in-house student journal, on October 20. Barely two hours later, it was taken down following 

“concerns from several quarters”. 

Narrating real life experiences of a suicide survivor from the institute, the write-up describes the Institute “as a 

hotbed of depression.” 

Written in the wake of the second suicide in four weeks at the Institute, it said that it was time for the author to 

open up about his own tryst with the severe debiliatating  depression at the Institute, the suicide attempt that 

followed and how he had conquered it. 

“I am a student here at IIT Madras, one of the most reputed colleges in the country and even the world. Yet, for 

all the laurels the IITs have, there has been one particular problem that we’ve not been able to eliminate — 

student suicides,” was how it begins. 

Barely two hours later, it was taken down with a note saying that “concerns had been raised from several 

quarters”. 

Speaking to Express, Executive Editor of the magazine, Raghavi Rao Kodati, said the article was taken down at 

the suggestion of the faculty advisor to the journal. 

“We usually run articles through our faculty guide. This was not done in this case initially. When it was 

published, we received a suggestion from our advisor saying this might not be the best time to run it. On second 

thought, we too agreed and took it down for two days. A few sentences in the article like ‘IIT is a hotbed of 

depression’, were felt to be a bit strong.  There were a few others which we felt needed editing,” she explained. 

But, it had evoked instant response. One comment on the comments section read —“We all know what quarter 

that is. What message does this give to students of the institute? It was a well timed article and more of them 

should be out here. Why are we so hung up about not damaging the repute of the institute, instead of being hung 

up about not damaging the students? I am disgusted by the way everything is happening here.” 

The re-published article however, did contain several edits, with a few “sensitive places” toned down. The 

‘hotbed of depression’ phrase for example, has been axed in the censored version. 

An email questionnaire from Express to the faculty guide had not elicited a response at the time of printing. 

However, IIT-Madras’ Director Bhaskar Ramamurthi told Express that the administration had nothing to do 

with the taking down of the article. 
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