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With ‘start-up India’,
research parks to bloom

SMRITI KAK RAMACHANDRAN

NEW DELH: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s pitch for a ‘start-
up India’ campaign has revived
the ‘research parks’ initiative
mooted by the Union Ministry
of Human Resource
Development.

Barring IIT Madras, which
has been successfully manag-
ing a research park that has in-
cubated many start-ups, not
many institutions across the
country have been able to get
their research parks off the
ground, despite the allocation
of incubation fund for 100 in-
stitutions announced by the
UPA government.

According to sources in the
government, the MHRD has
proposed an initial investment
of Rs.100 crore starting the
next financial year to revive
the research park initiative.

“Theideaistoredefine busi-
ness. These research parks will
foster the start-ups by students

To begin with, 50 will be
set up in premier
educational institutions

and former students, after a
panel of experts evaluates
them. They will handhold
them through the legal and lo-
gistical process and help them
with formalities like register-
ing their companies,” said a se-
nior official.

Initially, 50 research parks
will be set up; 16 in IITs, 14 in
IIMs and 20 in NITs. Discus-
sions between the HRD Minis-
try and the departments of Sci-
ence and Technology and the
Biotechnology are under way
to work out a plan for the im-
plementation of the projects.
Incubators in 17 institutions
will also be upgraded to re-
search parks.

In 2013, IIT Kharagpur and
IIT Bombay had proposed set-
ting up research parks for tech-

Page 2 of 8

nology development projects
for the industry.

Emphasis on growth

With the emphasis on eco-
nomic growth, production in
India through the ‘Make in In-
dia’ campaign, the Ministry
sees the research parks as an
important linkage between
academia and industry; with
the incubated start-ups filling
the vacuum and meeting the
requirements of industry.

The Ministry has also un-
derlined the need to link re-
search with industry, making it
a precondition for institutions
like the IITs and IIMs to part-
ner with industry to invest in
research.

A senior official explained
there is as much as Rs. 250
crore earmarked for research,
but it comes with the rider that
the end product should en-
courage patenting and give a
fillip to the manufacturing side
of the economy.
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With Research Park, II'T-B to come closer to Industry &
society

"The new facility will enable IIT-B to become the nucleus of entrepreneurship, similar to the role played by Stanford
University in the Silicon Valley," said a professor.

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-with-research-park-iit-b-to-come-closer-to-industry-society-2137166

It's possibly the most awaited change at the Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay (11T-B). The premier
institute has announced the launch of its ambitious Research Park project.

The Rs 400-crore Research Park is expected to give a fillip to innovation and research in the country. The park
aims to emerge as the country's hotspot for development of new technologies, companies and a fresh breed of
business leaders from IIT and even outside.

"The research park will provide space, prototyping facilities and concept testing to convert the ideas of
innovators into tangible products and services. Lab facilities will nurture the start-ups and help to test and
validate their concepts," said Abhay Karandikar, professor-in-charge of Research Park.

For the first time, I1T-B will throw open its programme to outsiders as well. "The idea is to develop the next
generation of business leaders. Many innovators and Indian companies are working to address the need of our
society, despite technological constraints. With our accelerator program, we can now offer them lab facilities
and intellectual capital,” said Prof Karandikar.

Over 30 Indian and multi-national corporations have agreed to pitch in for the first phase of this inclusive
incubator. "Applied Materials, with whom we have a collaboration for the last 10 years, will be the first anchor
client of the Research Park. After completion of the first phase, another set of 50 industries is likely to come in
the second phase," he added.

Four major sectors — IT and telecom, Energy, chemical and ,semiconductor and heavy engineering — have been
identified for the first phase of the programme, for which the Ministry of Human Resources and Development
has committed to give Rs100 crore. The rest will be arranged from the industries and alumni. Several
companies have agreed to give high-tech equipment, either for free or on a concessional rate.

The ministry has been emphasising that 11Ts carry a huge responsibility of facilitating the 'Make in India’
campaign, by participating in research and innovating processes to improve the competitive edge of Indian
manufacturing on global stage.

"The new facility will enable 11T-B to become the nucleus of entrepreneurship, similar to the role played by
Stanford University in the Silicon Valley," said a professor.

The Park will operate from the existing academic buildings till its sprawling 7-acre campus with 2.5 lakh square
feet structure gets ready in the next two years. It will house 200 research and development units of private
companies and corporates.

From Google to Apple, several start-ups were created in Silicon Valley, which is a unique amalgam of
academia, entrepreneurs, industries and the US government. The Stanford University plays the role of the
incubator of technology.


http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-with-research-park-iit-b-to-come-closer-to-industry-society-2137166
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/chemical
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/stanford-university
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/google
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A professor said, "In the last 50 years, the Stanford University faculty and students have launched more than
1,200 ventures. Today, over 50 per cent of Silicon Valley's products come from companies of Stanford alumni."

The I1TB is also known for giving birth to hundreds of young entrepreneurs, including owners of Housing.com
and Ola Cabs, though most of them were incubated outside the campus. A few tech-based start-ups, such as
Nanosniff Technologies (nanotechnology-based explosive detector), Wegilant Net Solutions (security
software), Sensibol Audio Technologies (audio signal processing technology), quick heart defect detection
device and Covacsis Technologies (Plant analytics) also make the campus proud.
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No Plans for Satellite
Campus in India, Says

Yale's Peter Salovey

Peter Salovey,

president of Yale

University and
the Chris Argyris Professor of Psy-
chology, was in Indiarecently after
visiting Singapore. He had been tothe
island-nation to launch Yale's perma-
nentcampusthereincollaboration
with the National University of Singa-
pore.Inaninterview with Varuni
Khosla, Salovey, AGE, said Yaleisre-
ceiving more Indian studentsthan ev-
er before. Edited excerpts:

Yalerecently setup acampusin
partnership with NUS in Singapore.
How will the Yale model workin
Asia?

The Yale-National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) College isSingapore’s first
liberal artscollege. Itisn'tjusta multi-
directional exchange, thereis in-
volvement of information capitalto
teach liberal arts. From our perspec-
tive, we cannotdiscuss liberal arts sit-
tinginour ‘narrow’ partofthe world
(US).So we decided to expand ourex-
pertise here, wherein which our facul-
ty will come to teach fromtime to time
along with the existing scholar net-
work in Asia.

Do you expect more Indians to
apply to the Yale-NUS campus,
given its proximity?

I thinkthere aredifferentpro-
grammesin the US. Yale in Connecticut
isaresearch university and students
of all levelscome tostudy there. |
thinkundergraduates who wantade-
greeinliberalartsinaninternational
locationwill goto Yale-NUS.Butwe
see alotofstudents applying to both
colleges. Butit'stooearly tosay yvet
which way they will go.

WwWill there be an India Yale campus?
Our model isnot to build satellite cam-
pusesand | think we worry about
maintaining quality of faculty and stu-
dentsin satellite campuses. We worry
that these satellite campusescancre-
ate an enclave where studentsdon’t
really interact with the local culture.
Rather, whatwe’'d like to do isto build
partnerships where we bring thingsto
the table that complement something
an international partner (in thiscase
Indian) would bringtothe table.

We'd create a programme that
doesn't necessarily existateither in-
stitution. We'vedone many ofthesein
China. But that partnership modelis
more of our formof engagement as
opposed to a satellite campus. So, no
plans for a satellite campusin India.

Are thereany other India-specific
tie-ups you’'re looking at in the near
future?

Our schoolof management hasdevel-
oped an international network for ad-
vanced studiesin managementfor 27
businessschoolsand IIM (Indian In-
stitute of Management) Bangaloreisa

Our modelis not to build
satellite campusesand|l
think we worry about
maintaining quality of
faculty and students in
satellite campuses. We
worry that these satel-
lite campuses can create
an enclave where stu-
dentsdon’t really inter-
actwith the local culture

PETER SALOVEY
President. Yale University

member of that network. Students can
share classroomexperiencesthrough
technology and there can be various
kinds of exchanges inthe network.
This network has made Yale's School
of Management, | think, the mostin-
ternational business school in the US.

Is there a shiftin the kind of courses
Indians are choosing at Yale?

In the undergraduate population from
India, thereisa lot of interest in eco-
nomics, political science butthey're
choosinga liberal arts educationandin
the US, emploversrecognise thatalib-
eral arts education helps build gradu-
ates who are great problem solvers, are
creative and canthinkcritically, com-
municateclearly and work inteams. |
think we're startingto see thatinterest
inemployers hereinlindia as well. New
universities like Ashoka emphasise that
learning and are areflection of that. We
signed an MoU (memorandum of un-
derstanding) with them for an expan-
sion of their ongoing collaboration to
jointly develop opportunities through
faculty-initiated and faculty-directed
teaching andresearch activities.

Is Asia growing as an important
segment for Yale?

We have very strong students coming
out of Asia and have graduates who ei-
ther want tostayoninthe US orcome
back to Asiaand we think both out-
comesare goodthings. Thereisin-
creasing interest from undergradu-
atesinliberal education andthey’re
very well prepared students. For grad-
uate programmes, there have been
very many Indian students for some
time now. That's strong for us.
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IISc researcher responds to government criticism of his report

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/iisc-researcher-responds-to-government-criticism-of-his-
report/article7792738.ece

Upset with the “offensive propaganda” by the State government over his report on the controversial Yettinahole
diversion project, T.V. Ramachandra, Professor at the Indian Institute of Science has written to the Chief
Minister asking him to ensure a proper scientific dialogue before undertaking an “environmentally-disastrous”
project.

Contrary to the government’s claim that 24 TMC (thousand million cubic feet of water) can be diverted from
the tributaries of Netravati at Western Ghats towards parched districts of Kolar and Chikkaballapur, Mr.
Ramachandra’s analysis had shown that barely 1 TMC can be diverted from the stream through the nearly Rs.
13,000-crore project.

The hydrological calculations showed that just 9.55 TMC was water flowed in the streams, of which 5.8 TMC
was needed as local demand in Dakshina Kannada district.

However, the report had come under criticism, with the Karnataka Neeravari Nigam Limited (KNNL) saying
Mr. Ramachandra was not an expert on hydrology and the report published was not authentic.

“KNNL bureaucracy should refrain from casting aspersions on any research team. We have worked consistently
and strived for the welfare of the country and State. If KNNL is really interested in the welfare of the state, we
invite them for open scientific dialogue in the presence of all stakeholders,” says Mr. Ramachandra’s letter,
which adds that he has authored more than 500 publications.

With allegations that the report had ulterior motives as it was “not authorised by IISc”, the scientists responds:
“Academicians enjoy academic freedom which empowers them to undertake research of their choice and
relevance to the society. The report is prepared by our group in response to the request from local people...(this
is a) part of scientist’s social responsibility,” he says.


http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/iisc-researcher-responds-to-government-criticism-of-his-report/article7792738.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/iisc-researcher-responds-to-government-criticism-of-his-report/article7792738.ece
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IIT-M Magazine Censors 'Campus Depression', Puts Out
Toned Down Version

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/llI T-M-Magazine-Censors-Campus-Depression-Puts-Out-
Toned-Down-Version/2015/10/23/article3092726.ece

CHENNALI: ‘It is always darkest before dawn’ was published anonymously on The Fifth Estate (t5¢), IIT-
Madras’ official in-house student journal, on October 20. Barely two hours later, it was taken down following
“concerns from several quarters”.

Narrating real life experiences of a suicide survivor from the institute, the write-up describes the Institute “as a
hotbed of depression.”

Written in the wake of the second suicide in four weeks at the Institute, it said that it was time for the author to
open up about his own tryst with the severe debiliatating depression at the Institute, the suicide attempt that
followed and how he had conquered it.

“I am a student here at IIT Madras, one of the most reputed colleges in the country and even the world. Yet, for
all the laurels the IITs have, there has been one particular problem that we’ve not been able to eliminate —
student suicides,” was how it begins.

Barely two hours later, it was taken down with a note saying that “concerns had been raised from several
quarters”.

Speaking to Express, Executive Editor of the magazine, Raghavi Rao Kodati, said the article was taken down at
the suggestion of the faculty advisor to the journal.

“We usually run articles through our faculty guide. This was not done in this case initially. When it was
published, we received a suggestion from our advisor saying this might not be the best time to run it. On second
thought, we too agreed and took it down for two days. A few sentences in the article like ‘IIT is a hotbed of
depression’, were felt to be a bit strong. There were a few others which we felt needed editing,” she explained.

But, it had evoked instant response. One comment on the comments section read —“We all know what quarter
that is. What message does this give to students of the institute? It was a well timed article and more of them
should be out here. Why are we so hung up about not damaging the repute of the institute, instead of being hung
up about not damaging the students? I am disgusted by the way everything is happening here.”

The re-published article however, did contain several edits, with a few “sensitive places” toned down. The
‘hotbed of depression’ phrase for example, has been axed in the censored version.

An email questionnaire from Express to the faculty guide had not elicited a response at the time of printing.

However, 11T-Madras’ Director Bhaskar Ramamurthi told Express that the administration had nothing to do
with the taking down of the article.
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